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Introduction 

In 1973, a four-legged horse Secretariat raced his last Triple Crown race in the Belmont 

Stakes race, setting the record for the fastest Triple Crown racer, becoming one of the most 

important race horses of all-time. He not only set a record at one Triple Crown Track, but 

Secretariat also set records at all three. Forty-seven years ago, Secretariat provided a distraction 

from the Vietnam War and provided outstanding performances. And for Forty-seven years those 

records have never been broken. 

 

The Invisible Barriers Have Been Broken 

Secretariat broke barriers by setting records at not one, not two, but all three Triple 

Crown tracks. He set the fastest time at all three, but many more at the individual tracks. 

Secretariat was considered the underdog, but pulled through and won the title of the triple crown 

winner, and the immortal horse. Leaving everyone in shock or excitement in 1973, Secretariat 

broke the invisible barriers. 

Owner 

Secretariat’s owner was Penny Chenery. Penny Chenery grew up on her dad's farm. She 

went down to Kentucky to attend the funeral of her mother. It was then she realized that her dad 

couldn’t run his stables all by himself .  1

1  
Secretariat. 2011. Germantown Monarch Catalog, 2019, 

www.monarchcatalog.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=48.1033.0.0.2&pos=4&cn=95042
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Six years later Christopher Chenery, Penny Chenery’s dad passed away. That's when 

Penny Chenery was challenged with finance issues on her dad’s lot. After her father died on 

January 3, 1973, she was left with the responsibility of the horses.  

She refused to give up Secretariat, even to her brother. So she decided to take Big Red, 

also known as Secretariat to the stakes. Secretariat had to qualify for the Kentucky derby but no 

other Triple Crown races. In doing so, she turned down an eight million-dollar offer for 

Secretariat. She believed that he could win the Triple Crown, therefore, she would lead him to 

victory, and she did. 

 

Penny Chenery was also known for her connection with Big Red(Secretariat). Penny 

Chenery would talk to Secretariat before races, and before the Belmont Stakes run Penny 

Chenery looked at Secretariat and explained: “I will not live the rest of my life in regret.” “This 

is not about going back. This is about life being ahead of you and you run at it! Because you 

never know how far you can run unless you run.” 

 

Which foal will you get? 

Bold Ruler, a stunning racehorse was bred with two of Christopher Chenery’s top mares, 

Hasty Matilda and Something Royal. There was going to be a coin toss to see who would get the 

pick of the horse they wanted. A coin toss back then was when a stallion bred with two mares 

and the owner of the stallion, and the owner of the mares toss-up a coin one will call heads or 

tails and whoever wins get first pick of which foal they get. They knew Henry was going to go 

for Hasty Matilda, but Penny was fine with that, but her brother was not, her brother encouraged 

 



 

her to try and win the coin toss and choose Hasty Matilda. So when it came to the coin toss 

Henry Carnegie won the toss-up and chose Hasty Matilda. Penny Chenery was delighted to hear 

this, but her brother wasn’t. That’s where it all began. 

Where It All Started 

Secretariat was born March 30, 1970, at The Meadow, a stable in Kentucky. Shortly after 

he was born he stood up, as Penny, Eddie the stablehand, Lucien Secretariat's Trainer, and Penny 

Chenery’s son all sat their admiring Secretariat . “I have never seen a horse get up that fast,” 2

Eddie explained. That’s when penny knew he was a racer . 3

 

 

 

Secretariat Side view as a foal, located on 

Secretariat.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Secretariat . 2011. Germantown Monarch Catalog, 2019, 
www.monarchcatalog.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=48.1033.0.0.2&pos=4&cn=950427. 
Accessed 31 Oct. 2019. Primary 
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Secretariat as a foal front view, located on Secretariat.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Changing His Life With The Triple Crown 

 

During the Belmont Stakes race the third and final triple crown race in 1973, in New 

York, a three-year-old horse ran his third and final triple crown race, that horse was Secretariat. 

Everybody thought as soon as Secretariat went straight for the front “That’s too fast, no horse 

can take that speed.” Everyone doubted him. Sham, his rival, was gaining on him and Sham was 

used to the long speedy races. Almost all the odds were against Secretariat, but one odd Sham 

had against him was Secretariat had already won the other two triple crown races the Kentucky 

Derby and Preakness Stakes. But as the round the second to last turn Secretariat pulls ahead. “Its 

secretariat by four, Secretariat is running like a tremendous machine,” the announcer explained. 

Secretariat won the race by thirty-one legs, and from that day forward he was known as the 

Immortal Horse.  

 

 



 

Another Triple crown race Secretariat competed in was the Kentucky Derby. This race is 

located in Kentucky. In order to qualify your horse must be three-years-old. With a sum of 35 

races on the schedule, there are plenty of opportunities for a thoroughbred to stock up points 

toward the qualification. Belmont Stakes wasn’t the only triple crown race Secretariat set records 

for, he also Shattered the Fastest time  at the Kentucky Derby, with a time of 1:59.40 minutes. 4

The previous record was made by Northern Dance, with a time of two minutes flat.  

 

A race in Maryland Called The Preakness is one of the Triple Crown races. Here 

Secretariat also set the record for the fastest time. Originally his time was 1 minute fifty-five 

seconds, but then the clockers claimed his time to be 1 minute 53 ⅖ seconds, so secretariat’s 

official time is 1 minute 54 ⅖ seconds. 

Retirement 

4"Triple Crown of Horse Racing: Which Champion Was the All-Time Fastest?" 

nbclosangeles.com, 

www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/Triple-Crown-Winning-Times-Compared-5093191

41.html. Accessed Dec. 2019. Primary 
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Most racehorses stop racing little after they win the triple crown. In this case, Secretariat 

was syndicated, but in order for this to happen his racing career had to end by the end of 1973. 

There are multiple types of syndicated definitions, but in this case syndicated means horse 

ownership syndication is when a group of people comes together to purchase shares in a 

professional horse. These shares not only cover the original cost to buy the horse, but the 

additional costs needed to maintain the horse. This syndication was a 6.08 million dollar project, 

so by the end of 1973, Secretariat was retired as a stud at Claiborne. Secretariat started breeding 

at the age of three, some of his offspring are Risen Star, Kingston Rule, Lady’s Secret, 

Screttame, Hishi Masaru, General Assembly, Tinners Way, Terlingua, Weekend Surprise, 

Dactylographer, and Canadian Bound. But unfortunately five months before Secretariat’s last 

foal was born, he was diagnosed with laminitis. On October 3, 1989, the day secretariat was 

diagnosed he was let out into the pasture, but during this time Secretariat’s health went downhill. 

Then sadly on October 4, 1989, Secretariat was euthanized. 

 

 

This is a picture of secretariat in retirement playing Tug 

O’War, taken by Steve Haskin located on Secretariat.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The End To the Immortal Horse 

 Secretariat was stalled at Claiborne where his dad Bold Ruler was kept. If a racehorse 

gets to stand in Secretariats stall it is considered a great honor and privilege. Secretariat was 

diagnosed with laminitis on October 3, 1989, at the age of nineteen. According to 

HorseRacingKills.org the average lifespan of a racehorse is 25 years, but in Secretariats case he 

went lame. Secretariat was born 1970, raced the triple crown races in 1973, accepted a 

syndication in late 1973, 1975-1989 he had nine foals, 1989  October 3, Secretariat was 5

diagnosed with Laminitis, October 4, 1989 secretariat was euthanized, 1990 Secretariat's last 

offspring was born. 

 

The Future Affect 

 

In the early ’70s, our country was harassed by Vietnam and Watergate, and Secretariat 

provided a distraction and cheer to most. It didn’t matter that Secretariat was a horse, he shared 

adoration and a patriotic tone. Inspiration took on the form of a patriotic, red thoroughbred built 

like Ares. At races he was embellished in white and blue checks.  

Secretariat set the world record for the fastest triple crown winner. Many people and 

horses have tried to beat his record but no one has beaten him. Many horses have come close to 

5 NewYork Times. "Secretariat Is Syndicated For Record $6.08-Million." NYtimes , Henry Jarvis 
Raymond and George Jone, 27 Feb. 1973,  
"RunHappy The Documentary." Youtube, uploaded by Chad Hurley et al., Chad      Hurley, 
Steve Chen, and Jawed Karim, 10 Nov. 2018, www.youtube.com/      watch?v=yBkSmA4N-ec. 
Accessed 20 Jan. 2020. 



matching his time in some races, but have never out passed him. Secretariat has held all of his 

outstanding records for forty-seven years now.  

 

At Claiborne, a stud barn in Kentucky, if your horse gets an opportunity to stand in 

Secretariats stall it is considered an honor and a great privilege. Some horses that were stalled in 

the same stall as Secretariat are, Bold Ruler, Easy Goer, Unbridled, Eddington, and Run Happy. 

All these horses were successful racehorses. Some of these horses have won awards voted on by 

the public, and some won almost all their races. These horses were recognized by Claiborne and 

were invited to be stalled in stall one where the legend Secretariat spent his last days . 6

 

This is a picture of the movie cover for secretariat. This picture was located on 

Secretaiat.com. 

The Movie 

6 "Secretariat's last footage." Youtube , uploaded by Jeff Lamb, had Hurley, Steve Chen, and 
Jawed Karim, Feb. 2011, youtu.be/6oyQPvoXMvs. Accessed 19 Dec. 2019. Primary 
 
  Secretariat . 2011. Germantown Monarch Catalog , 2019, 
www.monarchcatalog.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=48.1033.0.0.2&pos=4&cn=950427. 
Accessed 31 Oct. 2019. Primary 
 
"Secretariat - Choosing the Movie Horse." YouTube, uploaded by Chad Hurley et      al., Chad 

Hurley, Steve Chen, and Jawed Karim, 1 Oct. 2010, www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=MYj1vxdqq-4. 

 

 

 



 

In 2011 a movie was released about Secretariat. This movie was featuring Secretariat’s 

life, Secretariat's Triple Crown races, and the tweedy/ Chenery family problems. This movie 

made Sixty Million dollars on a thirty-five thousand dollar budget. This Movie guides you  

through Secretariat’s life while teaching you about the tweedy, Chenery family. 

 

 

The Cast 

Penny Chenery was played by Diane Lane. This character is the owner of Secretariat in 

the movie. Lucien Laurin was played byJohn Malkovich Lucien was Secretariat’s trainer in real 

life and in the movie. Eddie Sweat was played by Nelsan  

 

Ellis Eddie is important to the movie because he helped Penny through the hard times, 

and groomed Secretariat. Ms. Ham was played by Margo Martindale. Ms. Ham is a crucial 

character because without her Secretariat would have been at a whole nother barn with a whole 

different career. Ronnie Turcotte was played by Otto Thorwarth, Ronnie is important to this 

movie because he was Secretariat’s jockey. Ronnie would push Secretariat at the very last stretch 

except for at Belmont. Seth was played by Drew Roy. Seth is important to this plot because Seth 

helped Penny with the finance issues . 7

Books 

7 "Secretariat - Choosing the Movie Horse." YouTube, uploaded by Chad Hurley et      al., Chad 
Hurley, Steve Chen, and Jawed Karim, 1 Oct. 2010, www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=MYj1vxdqq-4. 
 



One of the more popular books about Secretariat is Secretariat : the making of a 

champion. This book is about Penny Chenery Tweedy, her friends, and acquaintances guide 

Penny’s dear stallion in 1973, to set the unbeaten record for winning the Triple Crown. This 

book was written by William Nack, William Nack was an American journalist and author. 

William wrote about Politics, the environment, and sports . 89

 

Another popular book about Secretariat was written by Kate Chenery Tweedy, Penny 

Chenery's daughter. This book is called Secretariat's Meadow, this book is about Secretariat and 

his journey through life. Everything from his first breath to details that have never been released 

until September 10, 2010.The Author Kate learned to ride at a young age. She was by her 

mother’s side when she witnessed a historical event in time. That event was Secretariat Setting 

records at all three stakes and taking home the title of the first Triple Crown winner in 25 years . 10

 

8 Secretariat. Timothy T. capps, 2003. Monarch catalog , Timothy T. capps, 
www.monarchcatalog.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=48.1033.0.0.2&pos=2&cn=1822750. 
Accessed 7 Nov. 1019. Secondary 
 
 
 
9   Secretariat. 2011. Germantown Monarch Catalog, 2019, 
www.monarchcatalog.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=48.1033.0.0.2&pos=4&cn=950427. 
Accessed 31 Oct. 2019. Primary 
 
 
10 Secretariat. 2010, 2010. Germantown community library , 2010, 
www.monarchcatalog.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=48.1033.0.0.2&pos=3&cn=1191257. 
Accessed 31 10 2019. Secondary 
 
 

 



 

The final book that will be ignolished in this paper is Secretariat: The Life of the Most 

Famous Triple Crown Winner in American History written by Charles River Editors. Charles 

River Editors is a digital publishing company that provides educational content. As Secretariat 

makes a run for the roses this book guides you through the life of the immortal horse . 11

 

 

 

Remembering the Legend 

There once was a horse, the fastest Triple Crown winner, The Immortal horse, The fastest 

horse of all time, and that horse was Secretariat. Secretariat the four-legged animal running for 

the roses, setting the fastest record at all three tracks there’s no stopping him. As he set the 

fastest time at all three tracks Belmont Preakness, and the Kentucky Derby, shattering the 

records. Secretariat left his mark, and his mark is the mark to beat .  12 13

11Secretariat. Timothy T. capps, 2003. Monarch catalog, Timothy T. capps, 

www.monarchcatalog.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=48.1033.0.0.2&pos=2&cn=18227

50. Accessed 7 Nov. 1019. Secondary 

 
 
12 "Triple Crown of Horse Racing: Which Champion Was the All-Time Fastest?" 
nbclosangeles.com, 
www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/Triple-Crown-Winning-Times-Compared-509319141.html
. Accessed Dec. 2019. Primary 
 
13 Secretariat. 2011. Germantown Monarch Catalog , 2019, 
www.monarchcatalog.org/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=48.1033.0.0.2&pos=4&cn=950427. 
Accessed 31 Oct. 2019. Primary 
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